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In 2015: ”it is entirely possible
that there is actually over 1 
Exabyte (EB) of research data 
within UK HEI” Addis, M. Estimating Research Data Volumes in UK 

HEI. Arkivum, 2015.
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In 2020: it is entirely possible
that there is actually a lot of
research data that could be 
useful. Quoting myself.
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FAIR
findable, accessible, 
interoperable, re-usable
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MEAN
miscellaneous, 
exceptional, arbitrary and 
nonconformist 
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Problem #1
Lack of metadata
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Problem #2
Lack of contextual knowledge on 
the creation and use of research 
data
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Data provenance
deɪtə prɒvᵻnəns

Data lineage
deɪtə lɪnɪɪdʒ
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JamesDeMers @ PixaBay
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What information about the creation
and use of research data is needed and 
how to capture enough of that
information to make the data 
reusable?
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Without capturing too much (or 
putting too much time and 
resources to something with a 
very low payoff)
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https://pixabay.com/users/jamesdemers-3416/
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Paradata
data on processes
(of the creation and use of data)
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Paradata is (perhaps) 
more than provenance
and/or lineage?
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Huvila, I. Information making related information 
needs and the credibility of information: insiders, 
outsiders, reputation and epistemic distance. 
Forthcoming in Dec 2020 in Information Research  
25(4) at http://www.informationr.net/ir/25-
4/infres254.html
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Reputational cues

Credibility by default

Reputation and 
earlier results

Images by Lisa Moore and PublicDomainPictures from Pixabay
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Non-reputational cues

Primary
information

Secondary
information

Products

Participation

Images by analogicus, Susanne Jutzeler, suju-foto, Ag Ku, from Pixabay
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https://pixabay.com/users/LRMoore-70726/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=197091
https://pixabay.com/users/PublicDomainPictures-14/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=89159
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=197091
https://pixabay.com/users/analogicus-8164369/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3358873
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3358873
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Core of
community

epistemic distance

Insidership - Outsidership
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Many things can function as 
paradata.
But again what, and how much?
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